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Henry  H.  Cross 
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September  11,  1934 


Mr.  Arthur  Bahre  Jr. 
721  Dalson  St. 
STOMA  on,  HI* 

My  dear  Mr*  Bate 

E&ank  you  vary  mush  for  calling  to  our  atten- 
tion, the  lenry  E.  Cross    portrait  of  Lincoln. 

Xf  opportunity  presents  Itself  you  may  f eel 
sura  1  will  be  pleased  to  see  the  portrait,  although  I 
regret  to  a  ay  that  wo  are,  get  Interested  In  tfee  acquisi- 
tion of  further  paintings  at  this  time, 

l&rj  sincerely  yours, 


Director 
LAW:  SB  Lincoln  National  Life  foundation 


*   »  -  * 
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November  15,   1937 

Hr.  Arthur  W.  Bahr 
Insurance  Exchange  Building 

175  Watt  Jackson  Bo  levard 
Chicago,  Illinois 

My  dear  Mr.  Bahr: 

Your  very  interesting  letter  Is  received  and  we  have 
been  doing  sosse  research  with  reference  to  tha  design  «h: I eh  ap- 
peared on  the  Lincoln  funeral  car. 

The  slfcory  of  the  car  ms  quite  familiar  to  us.  but  the  fact 
that  it  was  originally  designed  to  bear  a  portrait  of  Lincoln  had  not 
been  called  to  our  attention*     You  probably  know  the  story  of  Lincoln's 
refusal  to  us©  the  car  because  so  isuch  adverse  comment  was  mad©  with 
respect  to  it,  because  of  its  vary  great  beauty,  and  my  thought  would 
.be  that  possibly  he  had  not  only  remonstrated  against  the  use  of  his 
picture,  but  possibly  even  at  that  time  discouraged  the  entire  enter- 
prise. 

I  cannot  find  among  our  records,  howeirer,  any  mention  of  i:r. 

Cross* s  mmtt*  so  it  would  be  impossible  for  us  at  present  to  help  you 
with  reference  to  the  painting.       I  sould  suggest  ghat  you  write  to 
Mr,  a,  L.  Bangs,  2110  Windsor  Avenue,  Baltimore,  Maryland,  who  I  think 
is  the  best  authority  on  the  subject. 

fe  are  intensely  interested  in  the  Lincoln  pain.tiisg  in  your 
family  by  Mr.  Cross,   said  to  be  from  life*     We  are  wondering    f  picture 
of  it 'are  available.     Possibly  we  might  assist  In  identifying  the 
picture  as  one  of  the  several  which  were  made  at  Springfield  before 
Lincoln  left  for  Washington.     Any  information  ishich  you  can  ^iv*  us 
about  this  paintisg  would  be  greatly  appreciated,  and  if  it  is  on 
display  at  Chicago   I  would  like  very  much  to  sea  it  sometime* 

Tour  newspaper  article  which  refers  to  General  D.  C.  McCulluti 
I  thin  :  should  have  printed  his  name  "tcCailu®,  as  he  was        charge  of 
the  Military  Hail road  Shops  at  Alexandria,  firginia. 

Yery  truly  yours, 


L&W.S3  Director 
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Chicago  Sunday  Tribune 
Chicago,    111. 
2/12/61 


Ask  State  Lincoln  History  Dept. 


Urge  Purchase  of 
Ex-Sfatehouse 


Lincoln  P (tinting 

The  Chicago  Sunday 
Tribune  Magazine  today 
features  a  color  repro- 
duction of  a  famous 
painting  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  on  the  cover, 
and  two  Lincoln  articles. 
One  article,  the  first  of 
.a  series,  explodes  as 
fantasy  the  romantic  and 
poignant  story  of  Lin- 
coln for  Ann  Rutledge, 
.and  tells  of  the  women 
•who  really  played  major 
roles  in  the  Great 
Emancipator's  life  —  his 
mother,  stepmother,  and 
others— and  of  the  Lin- 
coln secret  shared  by 
the  women  in  his  life. 
The  second  article  traces 
the  Lincoln  family  since 
his  death  and  brings 
readers  up  to  date  on 
his  three  grandchildren, 
who  are  fated  to  be  the 
last  of  the  Lincoln  line. 

Springfield,  111.,  Feb.  11  (A 
—The  weight  of  Illinois  lore 
about  Abraham  Lincoln  is 
slowly  forging  a  demand  for 
a  state  department  of  history 
that  would  focus  on  him  and 
his  memorials. 

The  proposal  is  considered 
timely  in  this  centennial  year 
of  Lincoln's  assumption  of 
the  Presidency  and  the  onset 
of  the  Civil  war.  Almost  daily 
for  the  next  four  years  there 
will  be  centennial  dates  of  im- 
portant milestones  in  Lin- 
coln's life. 

One  of  these  took  place 
today,  the  100th  anniversary 
of  Lincoln's  departure  from 
Springfield  to  take  over  the 
Presidency. 

■    Gather  at  Station 

State  officials  and  Cub 
Scouts,  gathered  at  the  for- 
mer Great  Western  railroad 
station  to  hear  State  Rep.  G. 
William  Horsley,  who  has 
been  portraying  Lincoln  roles 
for  30  years,  repeat  the  brief 


Portrait  for  McCorrnick  Place 


A  portrait  of  Abraham  Lin-  «$ 
coin,  painted  from  life  in 
I860  by  H.  H.  Cross,  will  be 
displayed  in  the  McCorrnick 
Place  art  gallery  starting 
today  as  part  of  a  new  show 
of  folk  art. 

The   portrait,  showing  the 
martyred  President  without  a 
beard,  is  owned  by  Arthur  W. 
Bahr,      1500      Chicago      av.,    , 
Evanston,  and  originally  was   | 
painted   to    be   displayed   on.g 
the   side    of   the   President's  \m 
private  railway  car.  Lincoln,  I 
Bahr  said,   refused   to   allow  I™ 
the   picture   to   be   displayed 
and  the  artist  solo  it  later. 

E.  Robert  Hunter,  McCor- 
rnick Place  art  director,  said 
the  exhibition  of  folk  art  is 
from  the  collection  of  Abbey 
Aldrich  Rockefeller  and  was 
borrowed  from  the  museum 
in  Williamsburg,  Va.  He  said 


Painting  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
which  will  be  put  on  display 
today  in  McCorrnick  Place. 

the  collection,  with  the  Lin- 
coln portrait,  would  be  on  dis- 
play for  at  least  30  days.  Ad- 
mission to  the  museum  is 
free. 


farewell  address  which  Lin- 
coln made  to  his  townsfolk. 

The  proposed  department 
of  history,  as  suggested  by 
Clyde  Walton,  state  historian, 
would  have  its  headquarters 
in  the  sandstone  building 
which  was  once  the  Illinois 
statehouse  and  now  serves  as 
the  Sangamon  county  court- 
house. 

Walton  indorses  a  current 
bill  in  the  Illinois  legislature 
authorizing  the  state  to  buy 
the  courthouse  for  $975,000. 
Another  bill  proposes  $40,000 
to  prepare  plans  for  recon- 
struction and  restoration. 

Besides  providing  a  location 
for  the  State  Historical  li- 
brary, it  would  house  a  Lin- 
coln collection.  Space  for  a 
museum  would  be  there  too, 
Walton  said.  The  library  is 
now  located  in  the  Centennial 
building. 

Shift  to  Springfield 

Lincoln  was  one  of  the 
"  long  nine  "  legislators  who 
influenced  the  Illinois  legisla- 
ture to  shift  state  headquart- 
ers from  Vandalia  to  Spring- 
field in  1840. 

When    the    Greek    revival 


structure  was  completed,  it 
sheltered  the  12th  general  as- 
sembly of  which  Lincoln  was 
a  member. 

Walton  said  both  the  pres- 
ent C  i  r  c  u  i  t  courtroom, 
which  once  seated  the  legisla- 
ture, and  the  governor's  room 
should  be  reconstructed  as 
they  were  in  Lincoln's  day. 

Fifteen  years  ago,  the  legis- 
lature appropriated  $61)0,000 
to  buy  the  building  and  $600,- 
000  to  restore  it,  but  Sanga- 
mon county  voters  in  a  refer- 
endum refused  to  put  up  an- 
other million  dollars  to  build 
another  courthouse. 

In  1959,  a  bill  for  more 
than  a  million  dollars  to  pur- 
chase the  courthouse  for  the 
state  failed. 


LINCOLN  ART  FOUND 


Resurrected  from  an  attic  where 
it  had  lain  unnoticed  for  years, 
a  portrait  showing  a  new  pose 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  was  placed 
on  exhibition  at  the  Hamilton 
Club  yesterday. 

Art  experts  and  students  of 
Lincolniana  have  hailed  it  as  the 
most  important  find  in  years  so 
far    as    momentos    of    the    great 


emancipator  are  concerned.  It 
was  loaned  to  the  club  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Arthur  Bahr  Jr.  of  721  Dob- 
son  St.,  Evanston,  its  present 
owners. 

The  portrait  was  done  by  Henry 
H.  Cross,  whose  work,  is  recognized 
as  among  America's  greatest. 

Lincoln  posed  for  the  picture 
shortly  before  he  took  office  as 
President. 
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